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The Southwest Connection

SOUTHWEST SOCIETY OF COSMETIC CHEMISTS’ NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SUPPLIERS DAY EDITION 

 
 

 
 

Do you want to win an Amazon GIFTCARD? Be on the lookout for this picture within this newsletter! 

The first person to correctly reply with where they saw it will WIN!! 

We will announce the winner in the next newsletter. 

Email guess to kvw75057@msn.com 

THE SWSCC IS OPENING UP THE JOB POSTING SECTION AGAIN ON THE WEB 
SITE. PLEASE SUBIMIT ANY OPENINGS YOU MAY HAVE. THIS IS OPEN TO 

EVERYONE - FOR EXAMPLE - BRANDS, CM’S, SUPPLIER’S ETC… 

mailto:kvw75057@msn.com
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LETTER FROM THE OUTGOING CHAIR: 
     I hope this letter finds you well. As we conclude this remarkable year, I am filled with pride and 

gratitude for our achievements together as the Southwest Society of Cosmetic Chemists. 

    This year, we successfully hosted an exciting Suppliers Day and Holiday Party, fostering 

collaboration and networking opportunities. We also expanded our membership base, tapping diverse 

perspectives and experiences and championing diversity and inclusion. We continued to offer insightful 

workshops, seminars, and webinars, addressing the latest trends, regulatory updates, and 

technological advancements in the cosmetic industry. Lastly, we emphasized the importance of 

continued networking and collaboration amongst our members, fostering an environment that 

encourages collaboration and knowledge exchange. 

    I am truly grateful for your support and active participation. Together, we have shaped the future of 

the cosmetic industry, driving innovation, fostering diversity and inclusion, and building strong 

collaborative relationships. I am confident that with your continued dedication, we will achieve even 

greater milestones in the years to come. I would especially like to thank the members of the board, 

Stan, Nirmal, David and Kim, and Chrissy, for their hard work and commitment to advancing the 

success of the chapter. 

     Thank you for your unwavering commitment to the Southwest Society of Cosmetic Chemists. I look 

forward to collaborating with you all and creating more memorable and impactful years ahead. 

Sincerely, 

Carrissa Dowdy 

2024 Chair of SWSCC 

NOTES FROM THE OUTGOING TREASURER: 
It was an immense pleasure to serve the SWSCC board for the last 4 years, working with different 

board members with unique leadership skills. For all cosmetic chemists out there, I would say Treasurer 

role is just like QSing a formula where you make sure Assets and Liabilities match to 100%, in order to 

create a Continuous learning, Educational and Fun networking event, keeping SCC Regulations in 

mind. 

Nirmal Shah 

2024 Treasurer of SWSCC 

LETTER FROM THE OUTGOING AREA III DIRECTOR: 
It has been an honor to serve as Area III Director the last three years. I have made many great 

connections and been inspired by other volunteers throughout my tenure. The SCC has been an 

integral part of my 20-year career in the industry. For me, volunteer work is not always easy, but it is 

worth the effort. I count myself lucky to have worked with the Southwest, California, and Intermountain 

West chapters as they are full of intelligent, interesting, and warm people. I look forward to continuing 

building connections and community within the SCC and I look forward to future social events, 

education, and networking! 

With gratitude, 

Aaron J. Peterson 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

More details to come soon on time, place, price, and sponsorship levels. 

 

• Jan. 16th – Antioxidants 101, 201, and 301 Presented by Sue Sperring from Symrise. Still 

accepting sponsors 

 

• Feb 20th – Accepting abstracts for speakers (1 is currently being reviewed), accepting sponsors 

(1 has already agreed to sponsor 

 

• Mar 20th - Accepting abstracts for speakers (1 is currently being reviewed), accepting sponsors 

(1 has already agreed to sponsor 

 

• April 23rd – Golf Event. Jared Cole will be overseeing the event next year. All questions should 

be sent to him (Jared Cole jared.cole@barentz.com). Announcements will be made throughout 

the year. 

 

• May 21st – tentative date for a daytime event that will involve lab activity. This will be an 

excellent opportunity to sponsor samples of ingredients for chemists to work with at the event. 

Still ironing out the details but wanted you to set a place holder. 

 

• Austin and Houston events are still being planned. 

 

****Please visit the SWSCC website for details and registration**** 

 

 

Hi-lights on social media - Please make sure you are on our Facebook, LinkedIn, etc… our wonderful 

Social Media team is posting all the time. We need to support and boost these posts as much as we 

can.  

 

Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/southwestscc 

Instagram - https://www.instagram.com/swsocietyofcosmeticchemists/ 

TickTok - https://www.tiktok.com/@swsocietycosmeticchemist 

LinkedIn - https://www.linkedin.com/company/75423358/admin/ 

 

mailto:jared.cole@barentz.com
https://www.facebook.com/southwestscc
https://www.instagram.com/swsocietyofcosmeticchemists/
https://www.tiktok.com/@swsocietycosmeticchemist
https://www.linkedin.com/company/75423358/admin/
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Volunteers needed as leaders or members of the below 

committees. 

➢ Education  

➢ Newsletter  

➢ Website  

➢ Networking 

➢ Promotions/Marketing 

➢ Legacy 

➢ Event Planning 

Please contact Stan Djurich - stan.djurich@imcdus.com and 

SWCC123@gmail.com 

 

 
"DON'T BE AFRAID TO STEP OUTSIDE YOUR COMFORT 

ZONE AND VOLUNTEER; THE GREATEST REWARDS 
OFTEN COME FROM THE PLACES YOU LEAST 

EXPECT."  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 "THE MOST POWERFUL WAY TO MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE IS TO VOLUNTEER YOUR TIME AND 
EFFORT; BE THE CHANGE YOU WANT TO SEE IN 

THE SWSCC.” 

mailto:stan.djurich@imcdus.com
mailto:SWCC123@gmail.com
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NEWSLETTER SPONSORS 2024 
 

THIS YEAR WE WILL BE TAKING NEWSLETTER SPONSORSHIP PAYMENTS ON THE WEB SITE SO YOU CAN PAY BY CREDIT 
CARD. IF YOU STILL WISH TO PAY BY CHECK, PLEASE LET ME KNOW. WE HAVE DECIDED TO DO ONE AD SIZE THIS YEAR. 

THE COST OF SPONSORSHIP IS: 
2 X 2 - $260/YR 
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Boos and Brews 

As always, we want to thank all our event sponsors! These types of events would not be able to 

happen without you. Pictures are available on our social media sites.  

 

Table sponsors: 

 

  

  

 

Drink Sponsor: 

 

 

 

 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fngppp8ebb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001tT-D2eq1ylhv6nHGx_RuhBeTC4i1OSCp685hA9aOZujpwf-Eqq5oqFIE-iFasHd9tZTG_vG0P6XElu6NWrwwUHpKSUtHhz18roG9jIMneJtNHcn8PSW3O9viHQ9YeHgzoh8ID9YrWX60tIzTsO1Y5A%3D%3D%26c%3DzA3KZAxoyJUX3fvDPsU577X78U10SdUNDHroPJ7cTh34UJyy0jj63g%3D%3D%26ch%3DnfL-2xrj4HRqbVeKs5BHSjNLINwDa3Co1FQhV9smn9v1TMZ466S-Zw%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Ckimberly.wandell%40omya.com%7Cfc96f8698a864d4d227008dca4dd0007%7C635a47043a384688b811f75321370a48%7C0%7C0%7C638566516320655318%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uH2PqAJPq4VjvUJnU8p2XbMspXwoKhQR6nM%2FFJAPe4U%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fngppp8ebb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001tT-D2eq1ylhv6nHGx_RuhBeTC4i1OSCp685hA9aOZujpwf-Eqq5oqFIE-iFasHd9tZTG_vG0P6XElu6NWrwwUHpKSUtHhz18roG9jIMneJtNHcn8PSW3O9viHQ9YeHgzoh8ID9YrWX60tIzTsO1Y5A%3D%3D%26c%3DzA3KZAxoyJUX3fvDPsU577X78U10SdUNDHroPJ7cTh34UJyy0jj63g%3D%3D%26ch%3DnfL-2xrj4HRqbVeKs5BHSjNLINwDa3Co1FQhV9smn9v1TMZ466S-Zw%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Ckimberly.wandell%40omya.com%7Cfc96f8698a864d4d227008dca4dd0007%7C635a47043a384688b811f75321370a48%7C0%7C0%7C638566516320655318%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uH2PqAJPq4VjvUJnU8p2XbMspXwoKhQR6nM%2FFJAPe4U%3D&reserved=0
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SWSCC 2024 December GALA 

 

Another special thank you to all the SWSCC Dinner Dance 

Sponsors and the team who put this event together. 

                                   

 

                                 

 

      

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fngppp8ebb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001tT-D2eq1ylhv6nHGx_RuhBeTC4i1OSCp685hA9aOZujpwf-Eqq5oqFIE-iFasHd9tZTG_vG0P6XElu6NWrwwUHpKSUtHhz18roG9jIMneJtNHcn8PSW3O9viHQ9YeHgzoh8ID9YrWX60tIzTsO1Y5A%3D%3D%26c%3DzA3KZAxoyJUX3fvDPsU577X78U10SdUNDHroPJ7cTh34UJyy0jj63g%3D%3D%26ch%3DnfL-2xrj4HRqbVeKs5BHSjNLINwDa3Co1FQhV9smn9v1TMZ466S-Zw%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Ckimberly.wandell%40omya.com%7Cfc96f8698a864d4d227008dca4dd0007%7C635a47043a384688b811f75321370a48%7C0%7C0%7C638566516320655318%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uH2PqAJPq4VjvUJnU8p2XbMspXwoKhQR6nM%2FFJAPe4U%3D&reserved=0
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Advantages of Membership 

Membership with the Society of Cosmetic Chemists (SCC) connects you with professionals who 

undoubtedly understand the challenges and opportunities of industry. Our benefits can be 

categorized into three major reasons why professionals in the cosmetic and personal care industry 

make the decision to join the SCC. 

Education 

 
• Free and/or discounted access to content on the SCC Media Library and Resource Center, 

the go-to digital platform for journal issues, webinars, annual meeting content, and other 

resources. 

• Complimentary digital subscription to the Journal of Cosmetic Science, our flagship 

technical publication. The Journal aims to provide readers with high quality, peer-reviewed 

technical articles covering basic and applied research in cosmetic science, as well as 

advances in technology and product innovation for cosmetics and personal care.  

• Discounted and/or free registration for Continuing Education in various formats such as live 

webinars, classroom lectures, hands-on lab instruction, and more. 

 

Networking 

 
• Exclusive access to the online Membership Directory, the up-to-date guide of nearly 6,000 

contacts - the who’s who in the Society.  

• Opportunities to participate in a wide range of education and networking events at 

19 Affiliated Chapters across Greater North America. 

 

Events 

 
• Discounted registration to the Annual Scientific Meeting & Showcase, the Society’s hallmark 

event. Drawing more than 1,200 cosmetic and personal care community members and 

partners each December, highlights include: two full days of education on the latest 

industry innovations and research; a Showcase featuring more than 100 exhibitors and 

scientific posters; and multiple opportunities to expand your professional network and 

connect with cosmetic chemistry experts.   

• Complimentary Membership in the International Federation of the Societies of Cosmetic 

Chemists (IFSCC) - a worldwide federation dedicated to international cooperation in 

cosmetic science. As a member of IFSCC, you will enjoy discounts at international events 

and receive access to both the IFSCC Magazine and KOSMET (housing over 84,000 

international abstracts). 
     

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flibrary.scconline.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7Ckimberly.wandell%40omya.com%7C5bc30a193a8a4bdf5ac808daf5b218b3%7C635a47043a384688b811f75321370a48%7C0%7C0%7C638092443262613705%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Iocbqww6KQYhQYhapQ%2FJH3ppm4jwNEPKIC0Z56zURWI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flibrary.scconline.org%2Frecent-issues&data=05%7C01%7Ckimberly.wandell%40omya.com%7C5bc30a193a8a4bdf5ac808daf5b218b3%7C635a47043a384688b811f75321370a48%7C0%7C0%7C638092443262613705%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=X1gAXwbcjIs0AUY%2FUcpi12zm6uw1ME5VwoxCzb6zPhg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.scconline.org%2FEducation&data=05%7C01%7Ckimberly.wandell%40omya.com%7C5bc30a193a8a4bdf5ac808daf5b218b3%7C635a47043a384688b811f75321370a48%7C0%7C0%7C638092443262613705%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bzFzwUk2L42gZLFNib8T%2F6EWbFa9ZDtdZQvtOsloiWw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.scconline.org%2FMembership%2FMember-Directory&data=05%7C01%7Ckimberly.wandell%40omya.com%7C5bc30a193a8a4bdf5ac808daf5b218b3%7C635a47043a384688b811f75321370a48%7C0%7C0%7C638092443262613705%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wMNLbyE5OO3GDgm%2BZvb%2FJ04hQYk793owZEo8PzBye7w%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.scconline.org%2FChapters&data=05%7C01%7Ckimberly.wandell%40omya.com%7C5bc30a193a8a4bdf5ac808daf5b218b3%7C635a47043a384688b811f75321370a48%7C0%7C0%7C638092443262613705%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2B8Z71Sepd384EWrgzLfQB%2FEJLe%2Buq7PFKoWXM9jO1ws%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.scconline.org%2FEvents%2FAnnual-Meeting&data=05%7C01%7Ckimberly.wandell%40omya.com%7C5bc30a193a8a4bdf5ac808daf5b218b3%7C635a47043a384688b811f75321370a48%7C0%7C0%7C638092443262769918%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=V0oFObINguR9eOosAhxzsfR5g1Bhz3GZDab5CZ0rYZ0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.scconline.org%2FMembership%2FIFSCC&data=05%7C01%7Ckimberly.wandell%40omya.com%7C5bc30a193a8a4bdf5ac808daf5b218b3%7C635a47043a384688b811f75321370a48%7C0%7C0%7C638092443262769918%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FvCKQBl1HmTjTLj%2FIu2rBrIZmvpN2MeaApUnBihRBMU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.scconline.org%2FMembership%2FIFSCC&data=05%7C01%7Ckimberly.wandell%40omya.com%7C5bc30a193a8a4bdf5ac808daf5b218b3%7C635a47043a384688b811f75321370a48%7C0%7C0%7C638092443262769918%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FvCKQBl1HmTjTLj%2FIu2rBrIZmvpN2MeaApUnBihRBMU%3D&reserved=0
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Announcing the 2025 Board Members 

 

Chair – Stan Djurich 

Chair Elect – Maurico Castro 

Treasurer – Carrissa Dowdy 

Treasurer Elect – David Stott 

Secretary – Michelle Hines 

 

Congratulations! We look forward to a wonderful 

2025. 
 
Comments from the Editor: 

I am writing to express my heartfelt gratitude for the opportunity to serve as the Secretary of the 
Southwest Society of Cosmetic Chemists (SWSCC) for the past six years. It has been an incredible 
journey, and I am deeply honored to have been a part of such dedicated and passionate teams over 
the years. 
 
I would like to extend my sincere thanks to each and every one of you for your support, 
encouragement, and friendship. Your trust in my abilities has been a source of motivation and 
strength. I am grateful for the valuable experiences and the lasting relationships I have built during my 
time as Secretary. 
 
I am excited to see the society's future endeavors and successes, and I am eager to support our 
mission in any capacity I can. Thank you once again for the privilege of serving as your secretary. It 
has been an honor and a pleasure. 
 
I hope you have enjoyed this addition of “THE SOUTHWEST CONNECTION.” If you have questions 

or comments please reach out to me kvw75057@msn.com 

This will be my last edition!   

-Kim Wandell 2024 SWSCC Secretary 

 

 

mailto:kvw75057@msn.com

